
The Trellis Green Lawsuit: A Decade Later 
 
 
It has been about 12 years since then-assistant professor of economics Trellis G. Green filed suit 
against the University of Southern Mississippi and the Mississippi IHL, and a decade since that suit 
was settled.  Given the current state of affairs in USM’s College of Business, it seems fitting that 
USMPRIDE.COM presents a series on the Green lawsuit.  This is part 9 in that series. 
 
A Call for Vitae 
 
Part 6 in this series concluded with an interesting request filed by Green’s attorney, Kim Chaze, in 
January of 1997.  That request, inserted at the end of this issue, called for the defendants’ 
production of a number of CBA faculty vitae.  Green’s case was apparently built on a “lowest 
common denominator theory” of tenure and promotion, wherein one’s record simply has to be 
greater than only the weakest record to have received the award (tenure, promotion) that one is 
seeking.  Green wanted to show that his own record exceeded that of some of the people listed in 
his request for vitae. 
 
The Jim Henderson Denominator 
 
USMPRIDE.COM archives contain a Special Report about a recent trip to Orlando made by 
associate professor of accounting Jim Henderson.  The headline from that report is presented 
below: 
 

 
 
What made Henderson’s trip to Orlando most interesting was not necessarily the $1,300 price tag 
associated with it (see below) as much as it was that Henderson is not known around the CoB as 
someone interested in academic research. 
 

 
In fact, when the Special Report investigators looked at Henderson’s SEDONA vita, all they found 
under the “Intellectual Contributions” heading was an entry for Henderson’s dissertation.  Not only 
that, Henderson’s entire SEDONA record (as of early May 2006) consists of little more than 100 
total words.  The analysis section of that particular Special Report is shown below: 
 



 
 
There is little doubt within the CoB that Henderson’s academic records would have supported 
Trellis Green’s lawsuit against CBA administrators. 
 
The next issue in this series will examine another of the “denominators” in this case. 
 
 
 



 



 


